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Mystery 
Mineral 

Luster Cleavage/ 
fracture 

Color Streak 
Color 

Hardness Mineral Name 

A       

B       

C       

D       

E       
 

Post-Lab Analysis Questions (you do not need a computer to answer these) 
1. For each mineral you tested, which test was most helpful in identifying that particular 

mineral? Why? 
Mineral A –  

Mineral B –  

Mineral C –  

Mineral D –  

Mineral E –  

 
2. For each mineral you tested, which test was least helpful in identifying that particular 

mineral? Why? 
Mineral A –  

Mineral B –  

Mineral C –  

Mineral D –  

Mineral E –  

 
3. Why is streak color more reliable than mineral color as an identifying characteristic? 

 
 
 
 

4. Why do you think some minerals are easier to identify than others? 
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